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PIGEON POINT SYSTEMS SHIPS SUPPORT FOR
RENESAS’ H8S MICROCONTROLLER-BASED
AdvancedTCA BOARD MANAGEMENT SOLUTION

SCOTTS VALLEY, CA USA — May 2005 - Pigeon Point Systems, the leading supplier
of shelf and board management solutions for AdvancedTCA®, announces that its IPM Sentry
line of AdvancedTCA board management reference designs now supports Renesas
Technology’s H8S/2168 series of microcontrollers. These reference designs fully support the
AdvancedTCA “IPM Controller” functions, enabling designers to easily integrate boards, fan
trays, power supplies and other intelligent Field Replaceable Units (FRUs) designed for
AdvancedTCA shelves. The new H8S version of Pigeon Point Systems’ board management
reference design is known as BMR-H8S-ATCA.

The Renesas H8S/2168 microcontroller has become a popular choice for management
of server systems, offering a 16-bit core running at 33 MHz, 256 Kbytes of Flash, 40 Kbytes of
SRAM, and a wide range of integrated peripherals, including six 12C ports and an eight-channel
analog to digital converter. Pigeon Point Systems’ BMR-H8S-ATCA makes use of this rich
functionality with its 2nd generation, high availability firmware, enabling FRU designers to
achieve compliant, interoperable board-level management solutions with low cost and lowest

risk.



The BMR-H8S-ATCA is part of Pigeon Point Systems’ IPM Sentry family of hardware
and software products that enable cost-effective, interoperable management of open modular
platforms based on the Intelligent Platform Management Interface (IPMI) standard. Using IPM
Sentry components, developers of AdvancedTCA, AdvancedMC and CompactPCI products can
quickly and efficiently incorporate compliant, competitive and interoperable management
solutions. More than fifty companies around the world, including Sun Microsystems, are already
taking advantage of IPM Sentry components at the shelf level, board level or both.

To further reduce time to market for H8S-managed boards, Pigeon Point Systems also
offers a new H8S edition of the IPM Sentry Board Management Starter Kit. This consists of a
bench-top shelf manager board and two bench-top IPM controller boards emulating the
management functionality of an AdvancedTCA board or other FRUs in a shelf. This allows
immediate hands-on interaction with a fully compliant shelf management configuration before
the customer's own hardware implementation has been completed. The Starter Kit also includes
a detailed review by Pigeon Point Systems of the schematic for the customer’s implementation

of the reference design.

The Starter Kit hardware can then be used as a reference for validation of the customer
hardware during bring up. The Starter Kit includes a comprehensive set of technical
specifications, schematics for the Board Management Reference design and source code for
the corresponding firmware. A full set of development tools, also including source code, is

provided for use in conjunction with a separately acquired Renesas emulator.

“The Renesas H8S/2168 microcontrollers are predominant in today’s high volume server
designs. Pigeon Point Systems has adapted its industry-leading BMR design and firmware to
the H8S/2168 platform. The rich management facilities of the H8S/2168 controllers, plus Pigeon
Point Systems’ acknowledged expertise in AdvancedTCA management and uniquely combined
hardware and software support, offer compelling benefits for ATCA board developers,” stated
Sami Nassar, Senior Director and General Manager, Advanced Solutions Group, Renesas

Technology America, Inc.

The price for the IPM Sentry Board Management Starter Kit is $15,000. The BMR-H8S-

ATCA edition is available now.

For additional information, contact Mark Overgaard, Pigeon Point Systems, Tel: 831-

438-1565; mark@pigeonpoint.com; www.pigeonpoint.com.
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About Pigeon Point Systems

Pigeon Point Systems (PPS) provides products and services that enable cost-effective
management of standards-based platforms—including AdvancedTCA, AdvancedMC (AMC),
CompactTCA and CompactPCl—and is a leader in the definition of those platforms. With its
IPM Sentry shelf management products, PPS offers the first shelf management building blocks
that compatibly support AdvancedTCA and CompactPCl, with similar support for CompactTCA
to come. The IPM Sentry board management products—also the first off-the-shelf offerings in
the industry—enable compact, cost-effective management subsystems for boards and other

field replaceable units (FRUSs), including AMC carriers and modules.

PPS, an executive member of PICMG, is a leader in the AdvancedTCA, AdvancedMC
and CompactTCA subcommittees and is active in many other technical subcommittees. PPS is
also a contributing member of the Service Availability™ Forum. For more information about

PPS, visit www.pigeonpoint.com or call 831-438-1565.

Editor's Note: Nomenclature Update — As of April, 2006, PPS is replacing “IPM Sentry™” as its
management component product family name by “Pigeon Point™”, a trademark of Pigeon Point
Systems. For instance, new references to the ShMM-500 addressed in this news release
should be to the Pigeon Point™ ShMM-500.
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